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INTERVIEW WITH MILDRED JONES BY: COURTNEY GALE

.c.G:

Like I said, the Oral Hi~tory of Appalachia Program is, because so much

Appalachian history has been taken down orally throughout the years, this is the way
we pass down our stories, that's the way we're recording this. That's what we're trying
to do here. And uh, all right, let start with basic stuff. When were you born?

M.J:

I was born uh, in Fayette County, 19 and 12.

.c.G:

1912, wow.

MJ: [chuckles] Eighty-seven-, eighty-five, eighty-five .

.c.G:

So, Fayette County. Where in Fayette County?

M.J:

Uh,

@: Are you still living there?

M.J:

Mmm-hmm. I haven't lived there all my life, but uh, oh, my parents moved away

from ... [inaudible]....

And I came back to Fayette County after I married. My husband

worked in the mines, and I've been living there in the house-, on the land that my
grandfather owned, and uh, for 60 years now. And I still live there .

.c.G: Wow.
M.J: And the house that I was born in [inaudible]

(CG: inaudible] mmm-hmm

.c.G:

So, your husband worked in the mines. Did you work?

M.J:

Oh, I, I worked, you know, off and on. Yes, I worked. I went to school and married

before I finished college. And uh, and I, and I worked at the White Oak County Club for
37 years as head receptionist, planning and things like that in Oakhill.

.c.J.:

So, are you still married?

MJ:

No, I divorced

.c.G: You divorced ... [inaudible]. ..
MJ:

(MJ: Mmm-hmm) Since when?

Uh, 12 years, I mean, 12 years ago. Because after the mines closed down, he went

to the city to get work, and I didn't want to give up my home to go live. So, I stayed at
home.

,C.G: I think a lot of people must feel that way.

MJ.: [inaudible]. .... children to college.

c..G.:

Where did you go to school? You said that...

MJ.:

Uh-huh, I graduated from Beckley, Stratton High School, and went uh, to uh, Bluefield

and I got, I got a picture in here-... and a community college course, I got a
And ... [inaudible]. ... extension from a seminary in Hilltop. Here's my, [showing a photo of
college years]

c..G.: You got the Gold Clover while you were in there, wow, that's impressive.
MJ.:

Now, see, this is a special class, I got a degree in that. That's a community college

course. Here I am right here.

c..G.:

So what was your degree in?

MJ.:

Social Work .

.c,G: That's, that's what I'm studying to be. Social Worker. Wow. (MJ: Mmm-hmm) Do you
have children?

MJ.: Yes,
.c.G:

I have four.

Any grandkids?
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M.J.:

Uh ... nine grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren.

~ : Wow! And are they all. .. are they spread out around now, or are they just.. .

.MJ: All over the United States.

I have a daughter,

all three of these [showing photos of children]. .. have been delegates to the
all over the United States. This one, this is my son. He went in the service and came out,
went to Tech, he got his degree in social and computer IBM. Now, he's teaching in uh, in
uh, Texas. And this daughter, uh, got her degree in home economics. She taught in New
York for, for 30 years, and she still lives there. And this one got hers in, in, in, in math,
from West Virginia State. And she lives in uh, uh, in uh, New Mexico, San Antonio, New
Mexico, that's where she lives .

.c,G: I think that uh, the basic purpose, I explained to you what we're going to do with the
information. But the real, the real question under everything that we want to find out the
answer to, is what did Camp Washington Carver mean in your life? How, how older were
you when you first came here? Do you remember that?

MJ.:

I must...[inaudible]....

I was 13 (CG: When you first came in?)

Camp Washington Carver. I was ... [inaudible]...

because I came to Washington Carver

when my baby was 6 years old, and she's 56 now. And I was in town-, up here every
summer, from the time, that time until she graduated from college .

.c.G:

So you weren't here when you were younger, then? Were you ever here as a

camper?

M.J.:

Yes-, well, as a camper-, I was a counselor .

.c.G,: Were you ever here when you were a camper, camper age?
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MJ.:

No, the camp wasn't here then.

~: Okay. [inaudible] .....

MJ.:

But I was here when this place was built. I was ... [inaudible]. ....

~: Well, I remember hearing you say you were here for the dedication ceremony. (MJ:
yes, uh-huh, uh-huh) So, uh, how many, how many summers were you a counselor?

MJ: Sixteen .

.c..G:

How did you uh, how did you hear about uh, staffing this camp? Who asked you to

be a counselor?

MJ: Well, you see, we only had... [inaudible] .... camp [inaudible)....

i '

And I was always the

4-H leader. And so, you gather the children up, and before ... [inaudible) ...
here, the coal company had camp, had camp here. And I was a counselor in
4-H camp. And you would pay, and when they would come to camp, I would come, too.
And then I would come up here. Well, we would have 2 weeks camp. [inaudible]. ..
summers. And if you wanted, you'd just pay for your ... [inaudible). ... and I stayed at the
camp practically all summer. [inaudible)
~: What made you ... what made you want to be a counselor here, to begin with? What
made you decide that you wanted to be a counselor for the 4-H camp?

MJ.:

I just loved, loved that kind of life. I liked sewing and any kind of craft, I liked

swimming, I liked any kind of sports, anything like that, I liked. And I liked to deal with
children, to play with children. And uh, you know, just. ... I enjoyed that. I've been like that,
you know, all my life. And I don't have anybody at home now but me. And the children still
come to my house like that. There was people to play with. And
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[inaudible]
~: That's wonderful. So ... but, the sewing and the crafts and the swimming, were those
mainly activities that went on here? Was swimming ... ?

M.J: Yes, we had arts and crafts, we had nature study, swimming, and uh, and Bible study.

.c..G:

Did you have Bible study at 4-H camp?

MJ.: Yes, yes.

[inaudible] .... Beatitude always taught. [inaudible]

And nature study. We would go up and get up in the mornings and go out under the trees,
listen to the birds, listen to the birds. And we had to-, every child had to learn sound,
bird singing. And all these uh, leaves, there's what? Used to be about 17 different oak
trees. And they had to pick the leaf up and tell you what kind of tree it was .

.c..G:

Sounds like they learned a lot. Was this a week-long camp?

.MJ: Yes, yes, uh-huh.
.c..G:

The coal camp was 2 weeks. And uh, and uh, the 4-H was a week.

What's uh, in the summer you have one week out of the entire year to come to this

camp. What did that one week mean out of the entire year?

M.J: It meant so much, because being ... [inaudible] .... they had charter classes. And you
had to be, you had to be an all-around student to be chartered. And you could learn the
life of a child, and how to deal with it.

From, from what he studied in his charter book,

what he would tell you, what he likes to do at home, and what he didn't like to do. And
what, the way he got along at home ... with his brothers and sisters, his mother and father,
the chores at home. And you would learn that from all the children and to babysit and
listen to all that. It just give you a zeal of living with children .

.c..G:

They still have that program in 4-H. (MJ: They do?) I've been through chartering.
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I went through charting two or three years ago.

MJ.: Yes,

and you see what I mean .

.c,G: Mmm-hmm. Oh, I definitely know what you mean. Why do you think uh ... what sense
did you get from the campers about...[inaudible]....

Because I remember going as a

camper, and I went to all sorts of different camps, too, and that one week seems like so
much longer. So, what do you think that, when the campers were coming here to 4-H
camp, what sort of meaning did that have to them?

MJ: You know, to think 1. ... [inaudible]. ... y heart [inaudible]. ... when they learned that
sincerely from the heart, it...[inaudible] .... the child's mind physically everywhere.
learn to live with one another, anywhere. And you could go in the ... [inaudible]. ..
and you could go in the-, and walk in. And when you walk in and look and put your hand
up, you would know every
~: [inaudible]

M.J.:

That's it. And you know, it makes no difference where you go, I can tell whether

there's a [inaudible]. ..
in New Mexico and Georgia, and Texas and Georgia. And I have never been a place
... [inaudible]. .. .4-H club that I could talk to a child, an adult, and know that, that he was
Because that. ... [inaudible] ... .. (CG: right) is very sincere.
,CG: What, what people do you remember best from camp? And not, well, not necessarily

remembering a person's exact name, but do you remember, do certain campers stand out
during the years, you always remember?

MJ: Mmm-hmm. .... [inaudible]....

I'm meeting here now, Amanda? (CG: Yeah) She was
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a ... [inaudible) .... camper. And she was one of my outstanding-... [inaudible) ....
just some people that you feel like that. And I've always felt like children should be
children, you know. Some people say, "Oh, you don't do it.· I think children should be
... [inaudible] .... they should live to be children, because they ... [inaudible] ... .And when uh,
if you deprive that from them, you go

.c.G: They don't get another chance.

MJ.:

They don't get another chance. And when, if you can install that love and that

... .[inaudible). ... love inward, and help to develop that, you would make, you would make
a good citizen out of them.

,CG: Are the ones that you think you really touched, the ones that you remember the most?

MJ.:

Yes, yes, mmm-hmm. And the children, I mean, not where I live, but anywhere that

they see me, they say, "There's Miss Jones, there's Miss Jones.• And they come out. .. I
mean, children that their children their children their children
I'm just like that with them. And I love it. So, teach 'em
arts and crafts, gardening, anything in the house, you go anywhere.

,C.G: What uh, what people and what kinds of people from camp did you stay in touch with
throughout the rest of the year, and also after you stopped counseling here?

MJ:

Mr. Lynch ..... [inaudible] ................................. ............................ .

right there. Amanda, she was uh, uh, she worked, I don't know what her name is now. But
I know she was young. And all those old, old campers, old.. .. And Mr. Nance was here
and Mr. Giles and Miss Giles, the lady that...

,CG:

... [inaudible]. ...
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MJ:

Yeah, well, uh, I've been knowing her ever since uh, for years.

And she

knew... [inaudible] ...

.c,G: Have you found uh, something that I found through my involvement in 4-H and in just
meeting people at camp, is that I have found a lot of people throughout the rest of the year
that I'll run into that can really help me out.

MJ:

Yes, you do. You know how to communicate with 'em. And listen, just like it's

something within you ..... [inaudible] ... you know what they are .

.cG: [inaudible].... ever connected you to people in uh, over a larger area of the state? (MJ:
Yes, yes, yes, yes, yes) Many people from all over the state.

M.J: Because I was in uh, uh, Las Cruces. And I was talking in another room, and a fellow
was at my son-in-law's house. He said, "I know that voice, I know that voice: And he
didn't, didn't know my daughter, but he knew my daughter's husband. And uh,
and he said, "Oh, I knew it was Miss Jones,• said she was my counselor in camp .

.c,G: Wow!

MJ.: And everywhere I have ever been, I've met somebody that was a
because ... [inaudible] ..... .......................................................................... .
from all over the year to go to camp. Because there wasn't another camp like this one
here. This was the first black camp .

.c..G:

Right, right. So you actually were never in 4-H, though, right?

MJ: [inaudible] .....

.c..G:

What sort of club activities, not just at camp, but during the rest of the year? What

sort of activities went on in the clubs? Was it farm based?
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MJ.: Sewing, anything pertaining to home, uh, cooking, sewing, social work.
They had a supervisor, counselor. And respect. Schools ... [inaudible] ...
and everything else. ·

,C,,G: Uh ... what...do you remember any activities that were held at this camp?

Not

necessarily-, not the 4-H camp ... [inaudible]. ... summer, but throughout the rest of the year,
4-H activities, 4-H extension stuff.

MJ.:

Yeah, not only extension, we-, any kind of activities here we could have uh, lodges

would have social affairs up here. And uh, [inaudible] ...................... .
picnics and everything was always .... [inaudible] ............................ .
Fayette County and ... [inaudible] ..... County and McDowell County, this was the place
before they turned it in like it is now, this is where they always came .

. .QG: How far away were people coming from to get to this camp?

MJ.:

Well, people that lived out of state would meet

to come to West Virginia in the summer. That's the fan. [referring to noise in background]
.... to West Virginia to come to camp. See, you could always come in with picnics
[audio problems] .... they would come from everywhere ... [inaudible] ......
and all that now. People come up here all the time.

,C,,G: Right. This ia uhit,~lss~megotrHa¼k'ttlf!JidiahjL(seflmwngtfe ITtllaSe ~ d p u n t r y
out here.

MJ.: Yes,

it's beautiful.

.QG: And we have a state park right there.

MJ:

State park. Do you live here?
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.c..G.:

I'm from Charleston, but I live in Huntington now because I'm going to school at

Marshall.

M.J:

I have a niece that goes to Marshall.

.QG: It's my 30th, too. Okay, did you ever uh, did you ever go to the camp after it was
integrated? When it wasn't just an African American camp?

M.J:

Mmm-hmm .

.c.G: What sort of changes did you see going on in the camp after integration?

(MJ: After

integration?)

MJ: Well uh, as far as you know, as 4-H'rs, if you're a true 4-H'r, it's no change. I mean,
they're all looking for the better side of life. It's not a social life, you know. They're looking
for a better... uplifted life. But I just deal with all of them. It just didn't make any difference
to me. I treated 'em all just alike. And uh, I uh, !.. .. [inaudible] ....
Oak Hill for 37 years, and they would let me off in the summer to come to camp. And I was
... [inaudible] .... at a country club in Oak Hill.. .. [inaudible]. ... country club for 37 years .

.c.G:

But you still got here to camp?

.MJ.: Mmm-hmm, yeah, ... [inaudible] ....

And after my children graduated from college, I still

came to camp .

.QG: Wow. I think I need to go back to camp.

M.J: ... [inaudible]. ..... at the camp yesterday
Beckwith. Was over there, the homemakers were there. And the 4-H'rs were there. They
had this exchange student from Africa, spoke, and she was real good. And uh, and I said,
"I'd just love to be here." I would just love to be here. I would just love to be here when
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they have a fair... [inaudible] .... making apple butter, you know.
I do all this stuff, you know ... [inaudible] ... arts and crafts and quilts and everything.
[inaudible] .... younger, I'd go back to camp. Oh, I'd come up here and stay.
upstairs. I don't know how it is upstairs now, but uh, we shared [inaudible)
the counselor's rooms were up here on this side, and all the girls stayed over there, and
the boys stayed down there. And kids [inaudible] ... come in my room.
No room for me, so I'd just crawl over in there and get on in there. Oh, I loved kids. So,
they'd go swimming and hiking with me.
~: So if this was an all black camp then, was there all black clubs?

MJ:

Mmm-hmm, yeah.

,CG: So, the clubs were all black until like, the camps and clubs were integrated at the
same time?

M.J.: Yes, the same time schools were.
CG:

[inaudible] ....

MJ: Mmm-hmm, everything at once. And we had outdoors clubs in the school. You had
a counselor and somebody like in your community. And you taught sewing and [inaudible]
and everything like that. Mmm-hmm .

.QG.: Do you think uh, did you see-, I mean, I know that you saw a lot of changes through
the integration. But did you, see a big change for the better or big change for the worse,
you think?

MJ: Well, as 4-H .... [inaudible] .... like this, uh ... we still have the facilities and things. Like
we could still, you know, use this (CG Right). But uh, but...
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we're in the minority group, you know that. And you have to be outstanding to get the
chance that you, that you have, before the change was. Because [missing audio) ... and
she, she was in the first, she was the first in Fayette County... [inaudible] .....
in Fayette County... [inaudible) .... in '56 my son was in the last graduation class. And my
daughter was in the first. But the first integrated class, [inaudible) .... [Mrs. Jones showing
interviewer pictures) .... that's all color. And uh, but she moved to Oak Hill. And they had
to have two ... [inaudible]. .. was there. And she had a 4.0 average. So they had two
... [inaudible] ..... themselves that make the change, you know. That's the way people make
themselves. Because really, we didn't have the facilities before that they have now. But
the ... [inaudible] ...

.c.G: Do you think that,

do you think that African American kids today that are going to go

to the integrated 4-H camps, do you think that they're missing out on anything? By uh, by
going to an integrated camp instead of one where it's just the black community around
them?

MJ:

No, they're not missing out on anything. Oh, you

And if they have it, they'll get it. Those that don't get it don't have it, don't try to have it.
Don't you think it's like that?

kG: It makes a lot of sense.

M.J: Yeah.

If they're determined, and have got the ambition to do it...

,C,G: It doesn't really matter who's around.

MJ:

Yeah! You look at, you look at. .. [inaudible]

kG: So, you said the girls stayed up here and the boys stayed down in the barracks. Did
12

they uh, have activities together (MJ: Sure) all day?

MJ: All

day, all day, all day. And .•. [inaudible] ....................................................

was down there. Inspect the cabins every morning, you know. Everything had to be
exactly right, the beds had to be made perfect and everything like that. You get points.
And some of the counselors would go down and inspect those [inaudible] .... see girls
pushing things under the bed and everything like that, you know. I mean, they were really
trying. And it makes a difference. It makes a difference. I mean, I wouldn't give nothing.
You can gather all the clubs you can belong in, sororities and everything, I say give me 4H.

.QG.: That's what I feel, too.

MJ.:

Do you feel like that about it?

And you can tell 'em
"Do unto others as you'd have others do unto you.• And when you carry that around with,
you're

,C.G: Some questions that I just wanted to ask personally were, did you have
(MJ: Oh, yes, oh, yes) Tell me about
[laughter] See, I was-, by me being counselor I was, I was in the, in the, in the
But honey, those kids would challenge me to do everything. And he
with all of these ... [inaudible] .... things on it, you know. And the first thing I would do
[inaudible] ................. .. ......................................................................................... .
challenge me to stand on my head and everything.
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And you know, kids wanted to learn to dance. And they all wanted to learn the waltz. So,
... [inaudible) .... and I would waltz with them. And the night of talent night, usually the
.;.[inaudible)..... boys would be lining up like that, and I'd waltz
... [inaudible] ........................................................................................................
they'd get so many points ... [inaudible) ......................................... .
that brown house over there, that's a prison, for the prisoners that took care of the
put in that brown house sitting right there. And anytime ... [inaudible]. ....
and we'd go snake huntin' past the swimming pool...it was an old farm house that they
raised all the vegetables ... [inaudible) ............................................................ .
rock pile we got to go hunt snakes .... .
End of side 1 - tape 1
Begin side 2 - tape

.c.G:

Oh, it's

All right, one last thing. I want to know... tell me the first story, the first outrageous story
that pops in your head about camp.

MJ:

Oh, I'll tell you ... the first outrageous .... Well, there was a boy by the name of Johnson.

And uh, we always had a water carnival, and the guys would come swim. And the boys
told him that he would be, he would get a thousand points if he would jump off the
swimming pool. ... [inaudible] ....................................................................
the day we had a water carnival. Here come Johnson out there with a raincoat on, an
umbrella and boots. [laughter] And he got all set down, boy, and jumped off in the deep
14

water.

C,G: Wearing the raincoat, and carrying the umbrella? (MJ: Yes) (laughter] Did he get his
thousand points? (MJ: Yes!) He'd better.

MJ: That's a good one.
C,G: That is a very good one. I've enjoyed talking to you so much.

End of interview
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Tape #2
Subject: Oral History of Appalachia - Camp Washington Carver
Project

An Oral Interview With: Mildred Jones

Conducted By: Courtney L. Gale

Date of Interview: June 21, 1997
Transcriptionist/Typist: Courtney L. Gale

Courtney: The Oral History Program of Appalachia is, because so much of Appalachia's ·
history has been taken down orally throughout the years, which is the way we pass down
all our stories, that's the way we're recording this. That's what we're trying to do here.
Let's start out with basic stuff When were you born?

Mildred: I was born in Fayette County in 1912. [laughs] I'm eighty-seven, eighty-five;
gotta guess.

Courtney: So Fayette County. Where in Fayette County?

Mildred: In Greentown, where I live.

Courtney: Do you still live there?

Mildred: Mmm-hmm. I haven't lived there all my life; my parents moved away from
Greentown and I moved back to Fayette County after I married my husband, who worked
in the mines. I've been living there on the land that my grandfather owned, which I
bought for sixty years now. And I still live there. And the house that I was born in is
right up the road a little piece.

Courtney: From where you live now?

Mildred: Mmm-hmm.

Courtney: You said your husband worked in the mines. Did you work?

Mildred: Well, I worked off and on, you know. Yes, I worked and I went to school and I
married before I finished college. And I worked at the White Oak Country Club for thirtyseven years as the head receptionist, planning and things like that in Oak Hill.

Courtney: So, are you still married?

Mildred: No, I'm a divorcee now.

Courtney: So you' re divorced? Since when?

Mildred: About twelve years, about twelve years ago. When the mines closed down, he
went to the city to get work, and I didn't want to give up my home to go and live, so I
stayed at home.

Courtney: A lot of people in West Virginia feel that way.

Mildred: Yes. I stayed at home and sent my children to school.
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Courtney: You said that you went to school. So where -

Mildred: Yes, I graduated from Beckley - Stratton High School and I went to Bluefield.
I've got a picture in here [reaches for photo album] in community college courses at
Greentown. And I'm still taking Bible extension from the seminary at Hilltop. I've got
a... [ruflles through pages]

Courtney: Wow, you've got the Golden Clover award in there.

Mildred: Yes, and here's Social Work - I got a degree in that at the community college.

Courtney: So, what was your degree in?

Mildred: Social Work.

Courtney: Really? That's what I'm studying to be: a social worker. So you have
children?

Mildred: Yes, I have four.

Courtney: Any grandchildren?
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Mildred: Nine grandchildren and eleven great-grandchildren.

Courtney: Wow, that's a lot. Are they spread out around now?

Mildred: All over the United States. I have a daughter here, here's three of my children.
[points to photos] All three of these, these two here have been delegates to the National
Encampment for all the United States. This one's my son. He went in the service and
came out to Tech and got his degree in computers. Now he's teaching in Texas. This
daughter got her degree in Home Economics and she taught in New York for thirty years
and she still lives there. This one got her degree in math, that one from West Virginia
State and she lives in New Mexico, down there now. That's where she lives.

Courtney: I think the real purpose, I explained to you what we're going to do with the
information, but I think the real thing underlying it all that we want to find out the answer
to is what did Camp Washington Carver mean in your life? So, how old were you when
you first came here?

Mildred: . I wasn't but thirty-two.

Courtney: When you first came to camp?
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Mildred: Yes, because I came to Camp Washington Carver when my baby was six years
old, and she's fifty-six now. And she was up here every summer from that time until the
time that she graduated college.

Courtney: So you weren't here when you were younger? Did you ever come here as a
camper?

Mildred: A camper? No, I was a counselor.

Courtney: Were you ever here at camper age?

Mildred: No, the camp wasn't here then. But I was here when this place was built. I was
in Fayette County when it was built.

Courtney: I remember you saying you were at the dedication ceremony. So how many
summers were you a counselor?

Mildred: Sixteen.

Courtney: So, how did you hear about staffing this camp?
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Mildred: Well, we all had 4-H clubs and I was always a 4-H leader. And they would give
the children - before we brought the 4-Hers here, the coal company had camp here. And I
was always a counselor in the New River 4-H camp. And you would pay, and when they
would come to camp, I would go too. And when I came up here, we would have two
weeks camp, two weeks for our county and so forth. And if you wanted to, I stayed in
camp almost all summer. I stayed up here.

Courtney: What made you want to be a counselor here to begin with? What made you
decide that you wanted to be a counselor for the 4-H camp?

Mildred: I just love that kind of life. I like sewing and any kind of craft, I like swimming,

I like any kind of sports. Any of that I like. And I like to deal with children, to play with
children and you know, I just enjoyed that. I've been like that all my life. And, you know,

I don't have anybody at home now and the children still come to my house like that. And

I have everything for them to play with and they come - from the babies on.

Courtney: That's wonderful. So, the sewing and the crafts and the swimming, that's
basically what went on here?

Mildred: Yes, we had arts and crafts and nature study and swimming and Bible study.
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Courtney: Did you have Bible study at 4-H camp?

Mildred : Yes, yes. Lessons from life. And the Beatitudes were always taught and I was
the instructor for that, memorizing it right. And we had Nature study and we would get
up in the morning and go sit under the trees and listen to the birds and we had to give each
child learn what one bird was singing. And the leaves - there used to be about seventeen
different oak trees and we had to pick the leaf of it and tell you what kind of tree it was.

Courtney: I'll bet they learned a lot. Was the camp a week?

Mildred: Yes, the coal camp was two weeks and the 4-H camp was a week.

Courtney: In the summer, you had one week to come to camp out of the entire year.
What did that one week mean out of the whole year?

Mildred: Oh, it meant so much because then - I don' t know how it is now - they had
charter classes and you had to be an all-around student to be chartered and you could
learn the life of a child and how to deal with it from what he studied from his charter
book, what he would tell you. What he liked to do at home and what he didn't like to do
and how he got along at home with his brothers and sisters and mother and father and
what the chores were at home. And you would learn all this and you would sit down and
listen to all of that. It would give you the zeal of living with children.
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Courtney: They still have that in 4-H. I've been through charting. Kanawha County two
or three years ago.

Mildred: So you see what I mean?

Courtney: Oh, I definitely know what you mean. What sense did you get from the
campers as to what that week meant to them? Because I remember going as a camper,
and I went to so many different camps, too, and that one week seems like so much longer.
What do you think - when the campers were coming here for 4-H camp, what sort of
meaning did that have for them?

Mildred: To think - I believe in my heart that when they learn something sincerely from
their heart, it changes the child's mind physically. Everywhere. And they learn to live
with each other everywhere. And you could go to a room in there and walk in there and
look and put your hand up, [raises her hand in traditional 4-H quieting gesture] and you
would know every true 4-Her.

Courtney: Because they would shut their mouths. [laughs]
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Mildred: And it doesn't matter where you go. I can tell that they're 4-Hers, and I have
children all over the world. In Albequerque, New Mexico, New York, Texas, Georgia,
and there has never been a place where there was a 4-H club and I couldn't talk to a child

[Mildred]
or adult and know he was a 4-Her. Because that pledge they took was sincere.

Courtney: What people do you remember best from camp? And not necessarily
remembering a person's exact name, but did certain campers just stand out over the years
that you remember?

Mildred: Mmm-hmm. One lady here now, Amanda. She was one of mine; to see her
coming gave me such zeal. You know, some people just make you feel like that. And
I've always felt like children should be children and some people will say "don't do that."
I think children should be let be. They should live to be children. They only go through
that stage but once, and when we deprive that from them, they don't get another chance.
And if you can instill that love, that childish love in them and let it develop, you have made
a good citizen out of them.

Courtney: Are the ones that you think you really touched the ones you remember most?

Mildred: Yes, yes. And the children - not just where I live, but everywhere - they see me
and they say Ms. Jones, Ms. Jones. And they come now, the children and their children
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[MildredJ
and their children ... they all know Ms. Jones. So, I'm right there with them and I teach
them all the songs and arts and crafts, do all the gardening and all the things in the house.
And my house is open. You don't -you can go anywhere.

Courtney: What people did you stay in touch with throughout the rest of the year and
after you stopped counseling?

Mildred: Mr. Lynch I've known for years, since his little girls were like that. [diminutive
gesture] Miss Amanda, she worked ...! don't know what her name is now, but I knew her
when she was younger. And those are all old, old campers. And Mr. Minks was here and
Mr. Chiles and Mrs. Chiles - the lady in the purple - I've been knowing her since ...for
years and she knew me ever since she laid eyes on me.

Courtney: Have you found, something that I've found through my involvement in 4-H
and meeting people is that I'll run into people during the rest of the year that can really
help me out.

Mildred: Yes, and you'll know how to communicate with them. It's like it's something
from within you and you'll just know what they are.

Courtney: Did you feel like it connected you with a lot of people over a larger area of the
state, since you knew people from all over?

Mildred: Yes, yes, yes. Because I was in Los Crusis and I was talking in another room,
and this fellow was at my son-in-law's house and he said, "I know that voice. I know that
voice." And he didn't know my daughter, but he knew my daughter's husband. And he

[Mildred]
called him in, and he said "I knew that was Ms. Jones because she was my counselor in
camp." And everywhere I have ever been, I've met someone who was a 4-Her or that I
knew 'cause we've brought children from all over the world here to go to camp. Because
there wasn't another camp like this; this was the first black camp .. .for the 4-Hers.

Courtney: So you were actually a member in 4-H, though. Right?

Mildred: Yes, yes. And Homemakers now.

Courtney: So what sort of club activities, not just at camp but during the rest of the year,
what activities went on in the clubs? Was it farm-based?

Mildred: It was sewing, anything pertaining to home. Cooking, sewing, social work,
nobody learned anything unless they had a supervised counselor. And respect with the
schools and everything else.
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Courtney: Do you remember any activities that were held at this camp, not just 4-H for a
week in the summer, but throughout the rest of the year. 4-H activities for extension
stuff?

Mildred: Yeah, not just extension. We could hold any kind of activity here. We could

[Mildred]
have - lodges could hold affairs up here. All the homecomings were brought up here,
social picnics and things were always brought to Clifftop. And this was for Fayette
County and Raleigh County and McDowell County before they turned it into how it is
now, this is where we always came.

Courtney: Yeah, I was going to ask how far away were people coming from to get to this
camp?

Mildred: Well, people that lived out of state would make it their business to come to
West Virginia in the summer - to come to West Virginia to come to camp. You see, you
could always come in picnics. [murmured discussion concerning microphone] Yeah, they
would come from everywhere and since they had all the white water they had in Fayette
County, the groups like they have now, people would come up here all the time.
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Courtney: Right, plus you've got Hawk's Nest right down the road. This is just gorgeous
country up here.

Mildred: Yes, there's the state park.

Courtney: Yes, it's beautiful.

Mildred: Did you live here?

Courtney: I lived in Charleston, but I live in Huntington now because I'm going to school
at Marshall.

Mildred: I have a niece goes to Marshall - Adrian Jenkins. This year will be her third
year.

Courtney: This is my third year, too. Did you ever go to the camp after it was integrated,
when it wasn't just an African-American camp? [Mildred nods.] What sort of changes
did you see in the camp after integration?

Mildred: After integration? Well, you know, as far as 4-Hers, if you're a true 4-Her, it
doesn't really change. They're looking for the better style oflife; it's not the social life.
It's the uplifted life. I mean, I deal with all of them. It's doesn't make a difference to me;
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[Mildred]
I treat them all alike. And you know I worked at a country club in Oak Hill for thirtyseven years, but they would let me off in the summertime to come to camp. I was the
head receptionist at a country club in Oak Hill for thirty-seven years.

Courtney: But you still got to go to camp.

Mildred : Mmm-hnun. And they knew that when summertime comes, she goes to camp.
And after my children graduated from college, I still came to camp.

Courtney: Wow, I think I need to go back to camp.

Mildred: I just would love it. I was over at the camp yesterday. Dayhill, Dayquest? The
homemakers are there and the 4-Hers were there and they had this exchange student from
Africa and she spoke, and she was real good. And I thought I would just love to be here.
I would just love to be here when they have the fairs and some of them get to make apple
butter and things. See, I'm old and I do all of this stuff, you know. I do crafts and quilt
and everything and I just wish I was fifty years younger and I could go back to camp. Oh,
I would come up here and stay. I would come up here and stay. We would stay upstairs
and I don't know how it is upstairs now, but the showers are downstairs and the
counselors' rooms were right up here on that side. All the girls stayed up here and the
boys stayed down in the barracks. And kids would stay in my bed. I'd have four or five
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[Mildred]
come in my room and sleep in my bed. Ain't no room for me so I'd just crawl on out in
there. [motions to next room] I loved it. Went swimming down there and I went
swimming with them ... hiking.

Courtney: If this was an all-black camp, then were there all-black clubs?

Mildred: Mmm-hmm.

Courtney: So the camps were all-black until - the camps and clubs were integrated at the
same time?

Mildred: Yes, at the same time the schools were.

Courtney: So everything at once.

Mildred: Mmm-hmm, everything at once. And we had our 4-H clubs in the schools and
you'd have a counselor and you'd have them and you'd teach them sewing and the home
demonstration agent and everything like that.

Courtney: I know that you saw a lot of changes from integration, but did you really see a
big change for the better or a big change for the worse?
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Mildred: Well, as far as things like this, we still have these facilities and we can still use
this, but we're in the minority group; you know that. And we have to be outstanding to
get the chances that you would have before the change. See, my daughter here [gestures
to photograph in album] the school in Fayette County integrated in '56 - my son was in
the last graduation class - and my daughter was in the first integrated class. This is
cotillion here. She was cotillion queen. This is in our home. There she is, and this is all
colored. But you see she went to Oak Hill and they had to have two valedictorians.
Because the boy who had held a straight four-point average was there and she had a fourpoint average from Mount Hope so they had to have two valedictorians. But other than
that there wasn't any difference. I think it's mainly the individuals themselves that make
the change, you know? It's mainly the people themselves because we didn't have the
facilities before that they have now. But as far as teachers, they had grand teachers.

Courtney: Do you think that the African-American kids today that are going to go to
integrated 4-H camps, do you think they're missing out on anything by going to a camp
that's integrated rather than one where it's only the black community around them?

Mildred: No, they're not missing out on anything. All you got to give to the world's the
best you have, and if they have it, they'll get it. Those that don't get it don't have it or
don't try to have it. Don't you think it's like that?
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Courtney: That makes a lot of sense.

Mildred: Yeah, if they're determined and have the ambition to do it. ..

Courtney: It doesn't really matter who's around them.

Mildred: Yeah. If you look at "colored" as what that person is, it's pretty poor.

Courtney: So you said that the girls stayed up here and the boys stayed down in the
barracks. Did they have activities together all day long?
Mildred: [laughs] All day long. And we had council meetings when the boys were down
there - inspect the cabins, and everything had to be perfect every morning. We had points
and it had to be exactly right and the beds had to be made perfect and everything like that.
Some of their counselors would go down and inspect and those boys would just scatter.

[MildredJ
When they saw us coming, you'd see them pushing things under the beds and everything
like that. But they were really trying and it makes a difference. It really makes a
difference. I mean, I wouldn't give nothing up for 4-H. You can go out and belong to all
the clubs you want to belong to, but as far as I say, give me a 4-H'er.

Courtney: That's how I feel, too.
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Mildred: You think so too? Yes, sir. Give me a 4-H'er. And you can tell 'em. Do unto
others as you would have them do unto you and when you carry that around with you,
you're a 4-H'er.

Courtney: Some questions that I just want to ask personally, did you have Council Circle?

Mildred: [excitedly] Oh, yes.

Courtney: Tell me about Council Circle.

Mildred: I'm a Mingo! [laughter] Yes, and I was counselor and I was in the Bigfeet, but
honey those kids would challenge me to do everything. And we would go out there at
three o'clock and we would work all of these stunts and things out, you know. And I

[Mildredj
would start [wriggles her hand in a peculiar way] and they never could do it. And I would
stand on my head and everything. Ooo, girl, yes yes yes.

Courtney: I'm a Seneca.

Mildred: [with scolding look and laughter] M-1-N-G-O! Oh yes, Council Circle; that
was a big night. And talent night. And the kids wanted to learn to dance, and they all
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[Mildredj

wanted to learn the waltz. I used to know, and I was a very good dancer and I would
waltz with them. And on talent night there would be nine or ten boys lining up in a row
over there. And I would start and dance up with one boy and back with another and
they'd get so many points. Oh, I'll tell you I'd like to live all those over again. It was fun,
everything. And like she was telling out there about those kids catching snakes, I used to
catch snakes like that all around here. When we came in here, we had sticks. And we had
this manager here, James, and he got enough rattlers from around that brown house there.
[gestures out the window] That's the prison for the prisoners that took care of the pigs
and things and when they were bad they'd put them in that little brown house right there
and every time you looked up there, you'd see a rattler. We used to go snake hunting past
the swimming pool up to this old farmhouse where they raised all the fruits and vegetables
up to the snakepile. It was a rockpile where you could find snakes. We'd catch four, five,
six snakes that we'd bring back.

Courtney: What did you do with them?

Mildred: Kill 'em.

End Side One
Begin Side Two
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Mildred: That was a fun time. Is that enough?

Courtney: Oh, it's almost enough. We're about done. I just want to know one more
thing: tell me the first story, the first outrageous story that pops into your head about
camp.

Mildred: Oh, I'll tell you. Here's an outrageous story. It was a boy by the name of
Johnson. We always had a water carnival and Johnson couldn't swim. The boys told him
that he would get a thousand points if he would jump off the swimming pool wall, and
they would get him out. So the day we had the water carnival, here come Johnson out
there and he had a raincoat on, an umbrella and boots. And he got off that diving board
and he jumped into the deep water.

Courtney: Wearing a raincoat and carrying an umbrella?

Mildred: Yes.

Courtney: And did he get his thousand points?

Mildred: Yes.

Courtney: He better have.
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Mildred: That's a good one.

Courtney: Yes, and that's a good way to end this. I have enjoyed talking to you so much,
Mildred.

End Of Interview
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